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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

This is in response to a final Office Action responsive to a Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) of Serial No. 09/989,991, which was mailed 8 July 2004, time for response to 
which was set to expire 8 October 2004. Of the considered claims, claims 1, 57, 58, and 60 appear 
to be rejected for indefiniteness; claims 63 and 68 were also rejected; and claims 3-7, 9, 12, 39-43, 
45-46, 48-50, 52-56, 59, and 61 were objected to but were recognized as containing allowable 
subject matter once all § 112 issues are resolved or if rewritten in independent form. Claims 64-67 
were withdrawn from consideration but are still pending. 

Applicants appreciate the Examiner's recognition that the subject matter of claims 3-7, 9, 
12, 39-43, 45-46, 48-50, 52-56, 59, and 61 would be allowable upon resolution of the § 1 12 
objections. Careful consideration has been given to the Examiner's grounds for rejection, and the 
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following amendment and discussion are offered in response. Reconsideration is respectfully 
requested. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 3 
of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 10 of this paper. 
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